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TITLE OF THE INVENTION 

BEVERAGE BAUBLE AND ASSOCIATED GLASSWARE 
CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION(S): 

[0001] This application is a continuation of co-pending U.S. Application Serial 

No. 10/035,362, filed October 26, 2001, now U.S. Patent No. 6,615,517 B2, which claims 
the benefit of U.S. Provisional Application Serial No. 60/243,924, filed October 27, 
2000, all of which are hereby incorporated herein by reference in their entirety. 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
1 . Field of the Invention 

[0002] The present invention relates in general to beverage glassware, and more 

particularly, to beverage glassware having a beverage bauble associated therewith which, 
among other things, allows a user to correctly identify such beverage glassware with 
substantial ease, convenience, and class. 

[0003] Beverage glassware has been known in the art for several years. 

Furthermore, the use of beverage glassware, and more particularly, the use of a plurality 
of identically or similarly designed beverage glassware while at a single location, such as 
a party or dinner, has been known and practiced in the art for several years. While use of 
such identically or similarly designed beverage glassware may be desirous for economic, 
practical, and aesthetic reasons, it remains non-desirous and/or problematic inasmuch as, 
to the best of Applicant's knowledge, the use of such beverage glassware is not conducive 
to distinguishing one piece of glassware from another. Therefore, substantial effort is 
required of users in order to prevent a plurality of potentially distressing situations 
associated with indistinguishable beverage glassware, such as, for example, inadvertently 
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drinking from someone else's glassware and having to deal with any potential health risks 
associated therewith. While a practiced attempt to solve the aforementioned detriments 
and/or complications has been to write the user's name on the glass, such a practice, 
depending on the setting, is not always socially acceptable and/or desirable. 
5 [0004] It is therefore an object of the present invention to provide beverage 

glassware having a beverage bauble associated therewith which, among other things, 
remedies the aforementioned detriments and/or complications associated with the use of 
beverage glassware without the same. 

10 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0005] The present invention is directed to a beverage bauble comprising: (a) a 

glassware engaging member associable with a piece of beverage glassware, wherein the 
glassware engaging member comprises: (1) a primary aperture, wherein the primary 
aperture is releasably securable around at least a portion of the piece of beverage 
glassware; and (2) means for releasably securing the glassware engaging member to the 
piece of beverage glassware; and (b) a primary identifier, wherein the primary identifier 
includes a connector which secures the primary identifier to the glassware engaging 
member. 

[0006] In a preferred embodiment of the present invention, the releasable 

securement means consists of: (a) a secondary aperture associated with the glassware 
engaging member; and (b) a prong, wherein the prong is releasably securable within the 
secondary aperture. 

[0007] In another preferred embodiment of the present invention, the releasable 

securement means consists of a first hook and a second hook, wherein the first hook is 
releasably securable to the second hook. 

[0008] The present invention is also directed to a beverage bauble comprising: (a) 

a glassware engaging member associable with a piece of beverage glassware, wherein the 
glassware engaging member comprises: (1) a primary aperture, wherein the primary 
aperture is releasably securable around at least a portion of the piece of beverage 
glassware; and (2) means for releasably securing the glassware engaging member to the 
piece of beverage glassware; (b) a primary identifier, wherein the primary identifier 
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includes a connector which secures the primary identifier to a jump ring; and (c) a jump 
ring, wherein the jump ring secures the connector to the glassware engaging member. 
[0009] According to the present invention, a beverage bauble is disclosed, 

comprising: (a) a glassware engaging member associable with a piece of beverage 
glassware, wherein the glassware engaging member comprises: (1) a primary aperture, 
wherein the primary aperture is releasably securable around at least a portion of the piece 
of glassware; and (2) means for releasably securing the glassware engaging member to 
the piece of beverage glassware; (b) a primary identifier, wherein the primary identifier 
includes a connector which secures the primary identifier to a jump ring; (c) a jump ring, 
wherein the jump ring secures the connector to the glassware engaging member; and (d) 
at least one supplemental identifier associated with the glassware engaging member, 
wherein the at least one supplemental identifier includes an aperture, and further wherein 
the glassware engaging member is positioned within the aperture of the at least one 
supplemental identifier. 

[0010] The present invention is further directed to a piece of beverage glassware 

comprising: (a) a beverage reservoir; (b) at least one of a stem and a handle; (c) a base; 
and (d) a beverage bauble as provided herein, wherein the beverage bauble is releasably 
secured to at least one of the stem and the handle. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0011] The invention will now be described with reference to the drawings 

wherein: 

[0012] Figure 1 of the drawings is a perspective view of a first embodiment of a 

beverage bauble fabricated in accordance with the present invention; 

[0013] Figure 2 of the drawings is a perspective view of a second embodiment of 

a beverage bauble fabricated in accordance with the present invention; 

[0014] Figure 3 of the drawings is a perspective view of a piece of beverage 

glassware and a beverage bauble, fabricated in accordance with the present invention, 

showing, among other things, the releasable securement means of the beverage bauble 

around the piece of beverage glassware while the same is disengaged; 

[0015] Figure 4 of the drawings is a perspective view of a piece of beverage 

glassware and a beverage bauble, fabricated in accordance with the present invention, 

showing, among other things, the releasable securement means of the beverage bauble 

around the piece of beverage glassware while the same is engaged; 

[0016] Figure 5 of the drawings is a perspective view of a third embodiment of a 

beverage bauble fabricated in accordance with the present invention; 

[0017] Figure 6 of the drawings is a perspective view of a plurality of pieces of 

beverage glassware having beverage baubles thereon, fabricated in accordance with the 

present invention; and 

[0018] Figure 7 of the drawings is a perspective view of a plurality of pieces of 

beverage glassware having beverage baubles thereon, fabricated in accordance with the 
present invention. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

[0019] While this invention is susceptible of embodiment in many different 

forms, there is shown in the drawings and described herein in detail several specific 
embodiments with the understanding that the present disclosure is to be considered as an 
exemplification of the principles of the invention and is not intended to limit the 
invention to the embodiments illustrated. 

[0020] It will be understood that like or analogous elements and/or components, 

referred to herein, may be identified throughout the drawings with like reference 
characters. 

[0021] Referring now to the drawings, and to Figures 1 and 2 in particular, 

perspective representations of first and second embodiments of beverage bauble 10 are 
shown, which generally comprise glassware engaging member 12, primary aperture 14, 
releasable securement means 16, primary identifier 18, and connector 20. It will be 
understood that Figures 1-7 are merely representations of beverage bauble 10 and 
glassware 50. As such, some of the components may be distorted from their actual scale 
for pictorial clarity. 

[0022] For purposes of the present disclosure, glassware engaging member 12 is 

associable with a piece of beverage glassware 50 (see Figures 6 and 7) via releasable 
securement means 16. When releasable securement means 16 is engaged, glassware 
engaging member 12 may completely enclose primary aperture 14, and may comprise 
any one of a number of shapes known to those having ordinary skill in the art with the 
present disclosure before them, such as, but not limited to, a substantially circular, 
elliptical, polygonal, triangular, arbitrary shape, etcetera. Glassware engaging member 12 
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may be fabricated from any one of a number of materials known to those having ordinary 
skill in the art with the present disclosure before them, such as, but not limited to, a 
natural or synthetic resin, plastic, glass, metal, alloy, composite, and/or any combination 
thereof - its only limitation being that it must be releasably securable around glassware 
50. 

[0023] Primary aperture 14 may be partially or completely enclosed by glassware 

engaging member 12, and must be large enough to accommodate at least a portion of 
glassware 50. 

[0024] Referring now to Figures 3 and 4, collectively, releasable securement 

means 16 may be disengaged and engaged, thereby partially enclosing and completely 
enclosing glassware engaging member 12 around primary aperture 14. As is shown in 
Figure 3, when releasable securement means 16 is disengaged, primary aperture 14 is 
only partially enclosed by glassware engaging member 12, and glassware 50 may be 
received by or released from primary aperture 14 of glassware engaging member 12. As 
is shown in Figure 4, when releasable securement means 16 is engaged, primary aperture 
14 is completely enclosed by glassware engaging member 12, thereby releasably securing 
glassware 50 within primary aperture 14 of glassware engaging member 12. 
[0025] Referring once again to Figure 1, in a first embodiment of beverage bauble 

10, releasable securement means 16 may comprise prong 22 and secondary aperture 24. 
Secondary aperture 24 is associated with glassware engaging member 12, and is 
configured to receive and releasably secure prong 22, thereby engaging releasable 
securement means 16. Alternatively, referring once again to Figure 2, in a second 
embodiment of beverage bauble 10, releasable securement means 16 may comprise first 
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hook 26 and second hook 28. First hook 26 is releasably securable to second hook 28, in 
order to engage releasable securement means 16. 

[0026] Primary identifier 18 may be uniquely shaped and/or colored and 

comprises connector 20. The uniquely shaped and/or colored primary identifier 18 may 
identify glassware 50 from another piece of glassware inasmuch as glassware 50, having 
primary identifier 18 of beverage bauble 10 associated therewith, is different in 
appearance than other pieces of glassware present. Primary identifier 1 8 may comprise, 
for example, a bead, ornament, charm, trinket, and/or object, and may be fabricated from 
any one of a number of materials known to those having ordinary skill in the art with the 
present disclosure before them, such as, but not limited to, a natural or synthetic resin, 
plastic, fabric, glass, wood, metal, alloy, composite, and/or any combination thereof. 
[0027] Connector 20 is attached to primary identifier 18. Connector 20 is capable 

of securing primary identifier 18 to another member of beverage bauble 10. For example, 
as seen in Figures 1-4, connector 20 may secure primary identifier 18 to glassware 
engaging member 12. Alternatively, as is shown in Figure 5, if a jump ring 30 or other 
such additional member is comprised in beverage bauble 10, connector 20 may secure 
primary identifier 18 thereto. As is shown in Figures 1-7, connector 20 may comprise a 
looped aperture within which glassware engaging member 12, jump ring 30, or another 
such additional member may be positioned and/or secured. 

[0028] Referring now to Figure 5, a third embodiment of beverage bauble 10 is 

shown as further comprising jump ring 30 and at least one supplemental identifier 32. It 
will be understood that additional embodiments may be analogous to those in Figure 1 
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and/or Figure 2, and further comprise at least one of jump ring 30 and/or at least one of 
supplemental identifier 32. 

[0029] Jump ring 30 is capable of securing connector 20 to glassware engaging 

member 12. As is shown in Figure 5, jump ring 30 may comprise a ring which may open 
and close, and contains an aperture within which glassware engaging member 12 and 
connector 20 may be positioned and/or secured. 

[0030] Supplemental identifier 32 may be uniquely shaped and/or colored and 

may include an aperture therein, within which glassware engaging member 12 may be 
positioned and/or secured. Alternatively, although not shown, it will be understood that it 
is contemplated that supplemental identifier 32 may be secured to beverage bauble 10 in 
a manner analogous to that which secures primary identifier 18 to beverage bauble 10. It 
will be understood that supplemental identifier 32 may be present on beverage bauble 10 
in any number. For example, primary identifier 18 may be sufficient for identification 
purposes of glassware 50, thereby no supplemental identifier is present, or, alternatively, 
one, two, three, four, etcetera, supplemental identifiers 32 may be present on beverage 
bauble 10. Supplemental identifier 32 may accompany primary identifier 18 in 
identifying glassware 50 from another piece of glassware inasmuch as glassware 50, 
having primary identifier 18 and supplemental identifier 32 of beverage bauble 10 
associated therewith, is different in appearance than other pieces of glassware present. 
Supplemental identifier 32 may comprise, for example, a bead, ornament, charm, trinket, 
and/or object, and may be fabricated from any one of a number of materials known to 
those having ordinary skill in the art with the present disclosure before them, such as, but 
not limited to, a natural or synthetic resin, plastic, fabric, glass, wood, metal, alloy, 
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composite, and/or any combination thereof. If a plurality of supplemental identifiers 32 is 
present, they may be the same or different. 

[0031] Referring now to Figures 6 and 7, collectively, a plurality of types of 

beverage glassware 50 is shown. It will be understood that it is contemplated that 
beverage bauble 10 may be releasably secured to any of the types of beverage glassware 
50 shown. For example, beverage bauble 10 may be releasably secured to a wineglass, 
beer stein, beer mug, champagne glass, martini glass, margarita glass, or mug, etcetera. 
Furthermore, it is contemplated that beverage bauble 10 may be releasably secured to any 
beverage glassware which is not shown but which is known to those having ordinary skill 
in the art, so long as the beverage glassware comprises a portion to which beverage 
bauble 10 may be releasably secured and is used for filling with a beverage consumable 
by humans. 

[0032] Beverage glassware 50 may comprise reservoir 52, base 58, and at least 

one of stem 54, and handle 56. Reservoir 52 is configured to receive and hold a liquid. 
Base 58 is configured for association with a flat surface and resting thereon. In 
embodiments where present, stem 54 extends from reservoir 52 to base 58, and may be 
grasped by a user during use of beverage glassware 50. Alternatively, in embodiments 
where present, handle 56 may be grasped by a user during use of beverage glassware 50. 
At least one of stem 54 and handle 56 may be releasably secured within primary aperture 
14 of beverage bauble 10. Although the term glassware inherently invokes a material 
image of glass, it will be understood that beverage glassware 50 may be fabricated from 
any one of a number of materials known to those having ordinary skill in the art with the 
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present disclosure before them, such as, but not limited to, a natural or synthetic resin, 
plastic, glass, wood, metal, alloy, composite, and/or any combination thereof. 
[0033] A process for identifying a piece of beverage glassware is also disclosed, 

which comprises the steps of providing a piece of beverage glassware and providing a 
beverage bauble. For purposes of the present disclosure, the step of providing a piece of 
beverage glassware may include providing one or more of the above-identified, disclosed 
pieces of beverage glassware. Likewise, the step of providing a beverage bauble may 
include providing one or more of the above-identified, disclosed beverage baubles. After 
the steps of providing the piece of beverage glassware and beverage bauble, the beverage 
bauble is then associated with at least one of the handle and stem of the beverage 
glassware to identify the same. 

[0034] The foregoing description merely explains and illustrates the invention 
and the invention is not limited thereto except insofar as the appended claims are so 
limited, as those skilled in the art who have the disclosure before them will be able to 
make modifications without departing from the scope of the invention. 
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